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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 
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The documents listed on the attached PTO-144 9 form which 
relate to the subject matter of the present invention are brought 
to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.98. Copies of the cited references which 
have been cited by, or submitted to, the Patent Office in parent 
applications can be found in application Ser. Nos . 09/018,283 
filed February 4, 1998, and 09/030,332 filed February 25, 1998, 
to which claims of priority have been made in this application. 
37 C.F.R. § 1.98 (d) . 

The Applicants understand their duty under 3 7 C.F.R. § 
1.56(a) to disclose to the Examiner all material information of 
which the Applicants are aware. Applicants are citing that 



information, known to them, which the Applicants believe a 
reasonable Examiner would consider important in deciding whether 
to allow the present application to issue as a patent. 

While this statement contains all the relevant information 
presently known to the Applicants, it should not be interpreted 
as a representation that an exhaustive search has been conducted 
or that no other relevant information exists. Moreover, the 
Applicants invite the Examiner to make an independent evaluation 
of the cited references to determine their relevance to the 
subject matter of the present application. 

Presently, there is no fee required with this Information 
Disclosure Statement as it is being submitted before the mailing 
date of a first Office Action on the merits. 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(b) (3). However, if for some unforeseen reason, a fee is 
required, please charge Account No. 12-2147. Finally, the 
Applicants urge that their claims are patentably distinguishable 
over all disclosed relevant information or any combination of 
that information. 



Dated: January 25, 1999 
440 Commercial Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
Tel . : (617) 227-0700 
Fax. : (617) 723-4609 



Respectfully submitted, 
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The undersigned hereby certifies that this INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT along with any paper or document referred to therein as 
being attached or enclosed, is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service on this 25th day of January, 1999 as 
postage pre-paid first class mail in an envelope addressed to 
the: 

Assistant Commissioner For Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 



(Name of person mailing paper) 





(Signature of person mailingx^aper) 
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